
PROGRAM

PROGRAM

Vytautas Magnus University
V. Putvinskio st. 23

Kaunas



2

OCTOBER 27

15.00–15.50 Registration

16.00–16.15 Opening speeches:
H. E. President Valdas ADAMKUS
Rector prof. Juozas AUGUTIS, Vytautas Magnus University

16.20–17.20 FREEDOM AND ITS FORMS 
Moderator:
prof. Egidijus ALEKSANDRAVIČIUS, Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania

Speakers:
Domas BOGUŠEVIČIUS, Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania
“University and Freedom of Thought” (LT)

prof. Gediminas KAROBLIS, Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology, Lithuania/Norway
“Freedom of Expression” (LT)

dr. Judita SEDAITIS, New York City College of Technology, USA
“Freedom, Tolerance and Liberation” (EN)

Rimas ČUPLINSKAS, Graduate of the University of Bonn, Germany
“About Freedom and Anti-fragility” (LT)

17.30–18.30 FORMS OF FREEDOM IN THE HISTORY OF DIASPORAS
Moderator:
dr. Egidijus BALANDIS, Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania

Speakers:
dr. Andriy NAHACHEWSKY, University of Alberta, Canada
“Ukrainian Diasporas: Past, Present, and Possible Futures” (EN)

dr. Giedrius JANAUSKAS, Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania
“From Street Fights to Organized Action for Feedom: Ambitions of 
Cooperation Between Lithuanian and Other Diasporas” (LT)

18.30 Buffet
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OCTOBER 28

9.15–9.55 Registration and morning coffee

10.00–12.00 WHAT CARRIES THE LIGHT WHEN DARKNESS ABOUNDS? 
THE TRADITION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF LITHUANIA IN 
LITHUANIA AND EXILE (EN)
Moderators:
dr. Daiva Kristina KUZMICKAITĖ, Mykolas Romeris University, Lithuania
dr. Ilona STRUMICKIENĖ, Martynas Mažvydas National Library of 
Lithuania

Speakers:
dr. Mykolas DRUNGA, Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania
“VMU Re-Envisioned in the West”

Ann SENN, USA
“Carrying the Light From the Lithuanian University to Wisconsin and Back 
to Kaunas – Legacy of Senns”

dr. Indrė ČUPLINSKAS, University of Alberta, Canada
“St. Antanas Institute of Religious Studies – VMU in Žemaitija”

Participants of the discussion:
dr. Judita SEDAITIS, New York City College of Technology, USA
dr. Ramūnas KONDRATAS, Lithuanian Society of Historians and 
Philosophers of Science, Lithuania

12.00–13.50 Break

14.00–16.00 THE REALITY OF EDUCATION IN THE FACE OF 
VIRTUALISATION (LT)
Moderators:
prof. Gediminas KAROBLIS, Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology, Lithuania/Norway
Domas BOGUŠEVIČIUS, Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania

Speakers:
Indrė GRIGARAVIČIŪTĖ, Kongsberg Digital AS, Lithuanian/Norway
“Virtual Access to Reality - a Necessary and Inevitable Task?”

dr. Jolita BUZAITYTĖ-KAŠALYNIENĖ, Vilnius University, Lithuania
“Lessons From Forced Universal Distant Education: Disembodied 
Relationships, Collapsed Emotional Containers and Sociophobia” 

Participants of the discussion:
Rimantas VINGRAS, VMU Music Academy, United Kingdom
Simona MAČĖNAITĖ, Lithuanian School of South America (PALM)
dr. Mindaugas NEFAS, VMU Liceum “Sokratus”, Lithuania

16.00–16.30 Afternoon coffee

17.00–17.45 Piano recital performed by Rimantas VINGRAS (V. Putvinskio st. 55)

18.00–19.30 Vita ZAMAN exhibition “Second Life” (V. Putvinskio st. 52)
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OCTOBER 29

9.15–9.55 Registration and morning coffee

10.00–10.40 Reflection of previous sessions
Participants:
Rimas ČUPLINSKAS, Graduate of the University of Bonn, Germany, 
Lithuania 
dr. Ilona STRUMICKIENĖ, Martynas Mažvydas National Library of 
Lithuania 
prof. Gediminas KAROBLIS, Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology, Lithuania/Norway 

10.50–11.50 THRIVING UNDER UNPREDICTABLE CONDITIONS
Moderators:
dr. Darius UDRYS, Vilnius University, USA

Speakers:
prof. Saulius GENIUŠAS, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, China
“Productive Imagination and Self-realization in Unpredictable  
Conditions” (LT)

Kristina DRYŽA, Lithuania/ Australia
“Finding Certainty in an Uncertain World” (EN)

11.50–12.15 Coffee break

12.20–13.50 DISCUSSION
Participants of the discussion:
Eglė MURAUSKAITĖ, University of Maryland, USA
Vita ZAMAN, Gallery “Putvinskio 52”, Lithuania
Yuliia HALENKO, Dnipropetrovsk State University of Internal Affairs, 
Ukraine

14.00–15.30 Break

15.40–17.00 OPEN DISCUSSIONS
• Forms of freedom at university 
  (Moderator: prof. Egidijus ALEKSANDRAVIČIUS)
• Forms of freedom in education 
  (Moderator: Domas BOGUŠEVIČIUS)
• Forms of freedom under unpredictable conditions  
  (Moderator: dr. Darius UDRYS)

17.00–18.30 Closing remarks and wine


